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January 28, 2002

Auttomey General John Asherofi
U'S Deparunent of Justice

950 Pennsvlvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Ashcroft:

T am writing to express my support of the Microsoft antitrust settlement
agreement. I am in favor of this case settling. As a [ellow enfrepreneur, [
svmpathize with the position of Bill Gates. I believe Micxosoft should be free
to conduet its business with limited govemment intervention.

Notwithstanding my oppositon to the lawsuif, the terms of the
sertdement agreement are reasonsble. Microsoft has made many concessions In
the mnterest ol settling this case. Microsoft has agreed not to take retahatory
action against those who promote software that competes with Windows.
They alsu agreed not to enter into agreement obligating third partes to
exclusively distribute Windows. These types of concessions should put to resl
the complaints of andcompetiive behavior on Microsoft's part.

I am happy to see that the current Department of Justice has made the
wise dectsion to settle this case. I appreciate your review of my comuments.

\mccze

Alhert Roeqel

Chalnmaun o the Board
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